By JUNE HATCHER
Entertainment Editor

The Backstage Plavhouse is
in the process of making
some changes, and many of
them are visible 1o the eve,
while many arc still on the
drawing board. Bettye El-
more more recently became
the sole owner of the dinner
theater, the only one in this
ared, and she held a sneak
preview of the upcoming
show last night for
members of the press and to
honor the many volunteers
who makce the theater a
SUCCLSS.

Her letter of welcome that
was on each table told of
some of the work thart is in
process, but also told of the
changes that will not he
made, especially keeping
the professional quality of
the plavs, the friendlv
atmosphere, and the fince
food at reasonable prices.

Besides being treated to the
champagne supper, the
surprise of the new paint,
carpet, lamps, ctc., of the
remodeiing, the gucsts were
given da special
performance of the
upcoming show, An
Evening With Mark Twain, a
one-man show by Michael
NMauldin that will open ['ri-
day and play for three
weekends, with a special
performance this Sunday
cvening.

When there is only one
actor on the stage and four
pieces of furniture, plus
some plants, there is very
little to talk about, right?
Not so!

Forgetting the wonderful
material of the American
humorist, and Mr. Mauldin

uses only Mr, Twain's words,
the show is spellbinding,
and one that no actor can
improve upaon, not even Hal
Holbrook who made the
Mark Twain Evenings so
popular.

The idea is to take the
theatergoer back in time o
1905 when Mark Twain was
on 4 final lecture tour.
These are the storics he
would tell, with the
midwestern accent that has
found a trace of New Fng-
Lind in it

All he needs is a podium,
desk, library table and a
chair for furniture, plus a
glass for water, cigars, and
an old newspaper for the
realism that is enhanced by
the carelul lighting thal
has been worked out.

Mr. Mauldin walks, taiks,
moves his hands, feet, neck,
his entire body, as an old
man with arthritis would.

His timing, and use of
theshort sentence of
Twain's to draw a laugh
from cach phrasc are
exquisite.

But Mr. Mauldin plays
more than one charucter in
this evening visit with
Twain. He has Twain
become an Old San Francisco
storyvieller whose reminis-
censes get in the wayv of his
story, llc also has a segment
of a reporter interviewing
the voung Twain, plaving
both parts as the elder
Twain would. He talks to
himself, sits and thinks,
smaokes cigars, and calls his
lecture a service.

The first half of the pro-
gram is light and is often
interrupted by applause,
while during the second
half, Twain somcetimes gets

aggravated at the world,
reform, missionaries, etc.

There is one beautifully
poetic segment when Mark
Twain recounts life on the
Mississippi, especially a
description of sunrise on
the river that held last
night's audience breathless.

I fact, this audience of
newspeople and arca per-
formers, those local people
who could be the most criti-
cal, spent the evening
laughing, applauding, quiet
as church mice, then rising
tor the curtain call




Community and lechnical dervices

Mcegan Yore
58900 Cherry Grove Road
Dowaglac, M 49047

Terrv Kippenberger
Mainstage Management
8144A Big Bend Blvd,
St. Touis, MO 63119

Dear Terry:

Just a short note to sav how much we here at Southwestern Michigan College
enjoved having Michael Mauldin on campus to perform his wonderful rendition ot
An Evening With Mavk Twain.

The makeup process Mr. Mauldin underwent to become the “grand old man of
letrers™ was in and of itself amazing. Faculty and stafl who mer Mr. Mauldin tha
afternoon were truly astounded by the remarkable transformarion. In additon, Mr,
Mauldin’s mannerisms, speech, and movements all did well to support the illusion.
His sclections were truly humorous and rotally appropriate tor a tamuly audience.

Mr. Mauldin also presented a short lecrure the atternoon before the performance to
arca high school students and our own drama students. I am sure thar these voung
people gleaned as much from his thoughts as T did: his views on the state of humor
and irony in our society were wholly insighttul, as were his opinions about the
denusce of theatre unfortunately existing ar present, Hollvwood “stars™ versus
working actors, and the experiences an actor undergoes to become successful.  All
of his views enlightened the students to understand that a person can become an
actor without having to drop out of school, head to California, and wait to be
discovered.

We so enjoyved having Mr. Mauldin here, and would detinitely like to sec him return
in a few seasons,

Sincerely,
Mcgan Yore \-(M
Coordinator of Public Intormation and Community Scervices

Southwestern Michigan College ¢ 58900 Cherry Grove Road ® Dowagiac, M1 49047 » 616/782-5113, 683-5730




“rr PIRATE PLAYHOUSE

Michael Mauldin

2835 South Fort Avenue
Apt. 807

Springfield, MO 65807

Dear Michaet,

I just wanted to take one more opportunity to thank you for the three spectacular performances of
An Evening with Mark Divain you presented for us last month. [ have seen you do the show off
and on tor nearly eighteen years now, and I can only say that you get better every ycar. Jaded as 1
am, and knowing you so well, T still come away [rom every performance feeling as if ['ve met
Twain himselt.

Your perlormances were so well received that not only have vou earnced us tremendous good will
with the community we serve, but, I believe, have elevaled the standards for performance for the
entire area. Bravo, indeed!

Finally, 1 also want to thank you for the three workshops vou conducted in our area schools, The
students were involved and excited and the teachers have intormed us they were among the most
succeesstul ever held in the districts. Bless you for helping us look to the future of both the arts

and our community.

T look forward to the time when we can repeat this experience.

Sincercly,

Steven Leon
Managing Director

2200 Periwinkle Way ¢ Sunibel Island, Florida 33957
Administration: 941-472-4109 » Box Ofice: 941-472-0006 « artsrcach: 941-395-2130
Faxs O41-472-0055 « E-Mail: PiratePlav@@aol.com




U ¥ Community and lechnical dServices
-

Megan Yore
58900 Cherrv Grove Road
Dowagtac, MI 49047

February 13, 1996

Terrv Kippenberger
Mainstage Management
§144A Big Bend Bivd.
St. Louis, MO 63119

Dear Terry:

Tust a short note to sav how much we here at Southwestern Michigan College
enjoved having Michael Mauldin on campus to perform his wonderful rendition of
An Evening Witk Mark Twain,

The makeup process Mr. Mauldin underwent to become the “grand oid man of
ictrers” was 1n and of irself amazing. Faculty and sraff who met Mr. Mauldin that
afternoon were tuly astounded by the remarkable transformadgon. In additon, Mr.
Mauldin’s mannerisms, speech, and movements all did well to support the dlusion.
His selecuions were trulv humorous and torally appropriate for a family audience.

Mr. Mauldin also presented a short lecture the afternoon before the performance to
arca high school students and our own drama students. I am sure that these voung
people gieaned as much from his thoughts as T did: his views on the state of humor
and tronv in our socety were whollv insightful, as were his opinions about the
demise of theatre unforrunately existing at present, Hollvwood “stars™ versus
working actors, and the expenences an actor undergoes to become successful.  All
of his views enlightened the students to understand that a person can become an
actor without having to drop ourt of school, head to California, and wast to be
discovered.

We so enjoved having Mr. Mauldin here, and would definitely like to see him renurn
1n a few seasons.

Sincerely,

W/\ @LL/

Megan Yore

Coordinator of Public Information and Community Services

Southwestern Michigan College * 58500 Cherry Grove Road » Dowagiac, M1 49047  616/782-5113, 683-5780



Dr. Michael Mauldin

c/c Southwest Missouri State University
English Department

901 S. National Ave.

Springtield, MO 63304

Dear Dr. Maulidin,

[am writing to thank you for being involved in English Week. It was a magnificent
expertence and I am thrilled that [ got the chance to attend. T wanted to write vou a
letter. thanking you for your superb presentation on “Interpreting Shukespeare.” The
presentation was cducational and 2ntertaining. To combine these elements is very
difficult and [ appreciate the effort vou put into it

The students you sefected also did o wonderful job, thanks to their director. You have
atrue talent with interpretation. [ never realized that Romeo was not oniy head over
heels for Juliet, but was also challenging her intellect. [ have an even greater
appreciation for the play, having gained the knowledge that you bestowed on myself
and my friends. You did a wonderful job. T have never enjoved learning about
Shakespeare so much in my life.

Thank you zgain,
Sateh Webks

- Sarah Watts




March 21. 2001

Dr. Michael Mauldin
SMSU English Department
901 S. National
Springtield. MO 63806

Dear Dr. Mautdin:

Thank you for the lecture vou gave on Thursday March 15, T truly enjoved it. 1
have been a fan of Shakespeare for many vears. And ] was able to sce his works
in a whole new hight.

[ have studied many of Shakespeare™s works but Romeo and Juliet has always
been my favorite. Because of vour lecture [ am now able to lovk at the storv in a
whole new hight. T have currently begun rereading it o that T can Jook and sce
what else I can find.

[ apprecirte the time vou took to lecture us, and [ can promise vou that the things
vou taught us have not gone unheeded. Thank vou once again. 1 hope that 1 can
get the chance to hear vou speak some time in the future.

Sineerels.

/) i
UL,-’P”L@C J’(’,a_

Angela Cooper




University of Missouri-Columbia
College of Arts and Science
317 Lowry Hall

Columbia, MO 65211
(573-882-4421)

e-mail: TarkowT@missouri.edu

July 5, 2000

Professor Michae! Mauldin
Dept. of Theatre

SMSU

Sprnglield. MO 65802

Dear Michael:

What can I possibly say that will convey my gratitude, and that of all MSA 2000 participunts, for
vour splendid program. - To the extent that MSA 2000 hved up m every way to the standard which our
carlier Academies huve eslablished, we are in debt to people like you for taking time from other summer
activities and responsibilities to be with us and for conrbuting so significantly to the Academy’s
success. Your performance and subsequent discussion were first-rate i every way, We all learned
more than we possithly haped to from your talent and vour professionaliam,

Hope you et come good lime off this summer. Hepe alse thal our paths cross some time ihis

VoA,

Smeerely yours,

Theodore AL Tarkow
Co-Director

The Missouri Scholurs Acadeniy—
A Conmitinent to Excellerce




Twain comes alive in performance

By Suamie BRUNO
OF THE NORTHWESTE RN

WATITOMA ffoor
night ol least. Mark
came alive in Wauloma

Michael Maaldin, who is
from the New Yorl area and
whe eould pass for Twain's
double, performed twice Sal
urday night. Mauldin did a
stand-up  one man act, e
creating Twain complete with
while suif, shock of hair and
mustache. and vigar,

Mauldin not only acled, he
lved and breathed the part
of "Fwain, writer and hamor
sl Twain’ iotroduaced Lim
colf gz one not adverse Lo pay
ing himself a compliment. 1
keep my compliment cellec-
tion veady,” be said.

“Thore are two men in the
worid moast remarkable.
Kipling is one: 'm the other,
He Lkunows abl that can be

one
Twin

REVIEW
boown and 1 know the rest ™
PFwain said,

Twain then wenl on o ex
pound on his various theories
amd philosaphies of life.
don't cave for moderation my-
sell 1 ean pive up smoking en
drely but Lean't modercate ™

He discussed ways he
earned a living, “Iwasnt very
partiealtar abouwl o job 1
didn't want to wark so 1 he-
came a newspaper reporler. |
haded to do it but T olten had
to serve time this way,” he
aniil.

Twain gave his view on pol-
iticians. T wenl to Washing
ton to rover Congress — (hat
grand old benevolent agylum
for the heipless. 1 reported on
the inmades therve,” he said.

“Polificians ean talk Tor o
weel and never gel vid ol an

pedea, he said

He tatked of the Love of by
life, Olivia, and  fheir roe-
newned courtahip, “ U met her,
promptly (edlin Jlove with her,
and two vears later, married
her. Now thal sownds easy
and uncomphicated; it wasno'
There were three or fomr pro-
posals and just as many relus
als, " Twiain said,

In latev dayvs, he turned to
lecturing, T began 1o leceture,
amd 1 haven™t had to ddoe o a
day's work sineoe”

Twain discussed »eople in
true curmudgcon stvle. “As
vou've probably nodced, the
hian race is a chtiosity.
Men started o litile lower
than the angels and  pave
heen getting o little lawer
cver since, P wonderif Gimlin
vented man hecawse he was
disappointed in the monkey.”

Neither was the bpic of re-
bigton off Tinmits, “Man Joves

his neighbor as hiomsell andl
ends his theoat i s theoleey
st straight

Also he warned, I vou tse
morals too much Jaring the
woeek davs. they'll he
oul by the Sabhath,

Twain said he idn't mingd
petting old smaking, swens
ing and deinking two  lial
seedehes ench night Letore
Bedtine (o “prevent a toolh
achie” “You cannot reach old
ave by any other man's roadd
You have to make vony own
set of rales and stick to them
1 you can’t make it ta an ol
age by o comlariahle roael,
dan’tea,” e warned

As for salvalion, Twain
satd, “Tf they don’t Jet me
swenr in heaven, 1 won't siay
there™

The avdience, who nughed
throughout the performance,
cave Twain o stamling oyvn
tion.

Wby




THE ISLANDER

uldin offers Twain with a humorous twang

Jagner
fwriter

Mamldin is an actor. Mark Twinn was o
‘hen you combine these two idividuals,
1 emerges victorious as he manages 1o
dommates Mauldin, The acter becomes
wilty old codger who saunters across his
weorizlating anincident i his witdly nter-
rinsence wiile be conjures up another
Ppirion to hurl al you.

ledly his physical being, the many «eein-
ortable gestures, the usual hack thatl s
nt o the hemng of aging smokers, apd
Seristies ol the Tlannibal, Missowrt pur-
U have been studied, practiced and finely

Cmstantly understand why at takes three
re (o putl on the make up. More than like-
up time s also well used as a meditative
enter fully into the warld of the master

comes o us from an amazingly different
ts remarkable that so many of his com-
wand discussion of politics, religion,
, state of the union and human natine are
ay us they were back when.

n has been living with this character for
ly years and during that time has devel-

oped enouwgh material Lo do two or three perfor-
mances. Therefore, each program is just a bit «differ-
ent deperding on the moaod of Mawldiny and the pieces
he feets a certain audience would most enjoy,

The progriome, as it is called, gives vou a page
of poassible selections (o be
used for (hat particular
appearance. But you are adso
witrned: “While My, Twain's
selections will come fiom
the Bist helow, we have been
unable 1o i b down (o g
Jefinnte decision as to winch
ol them he will be nsinge. He
clatmes thes would cripple his
inspiation. However, hie has
generously conceded Lo g
ranted programmed for the
benefit of those who are in
cdisttess and may wish 1o fan
themselves,”

The list incloded: The
Dangers of Abstinence,
Encounter with an
Interviewer, Awful German Language,

The Germun
Opera, How I stele my Name, How 1o be Seventy,
CGod and Man, Sandwich Islands and How (o Give
Up Smoking.

They were all deliciously

comical bul the

~Twain comes to us from
Qan omozlngly different
fime but it is remarkable
that so many of his com-
ments about and discus- the
slon of politics, religlon;:

occupations, state.ofthe
union and human:nature
are as vohd ’rodoy as ’rhey

Frncounter wilth an Interviewer was (ll[lli'lg(_‘ﬂll.ﬁlk’
fully. He answers to the interviewers questions were
given with humble sincenty, while steadfastly hold-
g to the conjued trath, But his answers were so
totadly off the walls and completely impossible in
their context that the audi-
ence whooped with Tanghter

Had T been the iterview-
er, Dwouhd bive munediately
thrown way my pad and
pencel and enpoyed his luna-
Cy.

NMamldhm s g master of
panse,
and alwiys
ellect.

e nses it olien
with wost telling
He at times wets more
from a single pause than a
string ol classre une liners,
He also has o twvinkle in his
eye thal s all lius own bul at
thnes you want (o believe he
has stolen it feom Twain lim-
self.

These perfonmances were
sponsored by SunTrust Bank and piven to benelit the
Pirate Plavhouse’s new Antsreach program headed by
Director Careie Lund. [t was a mast auspicions kick-
ofl. Watch for news of other artsreach programs that
will be coming soon.






