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1.  ORIGINAL TEXT

The following text is the original Grimm Brothers version entitled LITTLE SNOW WHITE (circa 1820), translated from the original German. It is included to give teachers a better idea of the major changes that have been made in this and other versions of the story.

The story:

Once upon a time in mid winter, when the snowflakes were falling like feathers from heaven, a beautiful queen sat sewing at her window, which had a frame of black ebony wood. As she sewed, she looked up at the snow and pricked her finger with her needle. Three drops of blood fell into the snow. The red on the white looked so beautiful, that she thought, "If only I had a child as white as snow, as red as blood, and as black as this frame." Soon afterward she had a little daughter that was as white as snow, as red as blood, and as black as ebony wood, and therefore they called her Little Snow-White. Now the queen was the most beautiful woman in all the land, and very proud of her beauty. She had a mirror, which she stood in front of every morning, and asked: 

Mirror, mirror, on the wall,

Who in this land is fairest of all?

And the mirror always said: 

You, my queen, are fairest of all.

And then she knew for certain that no one in the world was more beautiful than she. 

Now Snow-White grew up, and when she was seven years old, she was so beautiful, that she surpassed even the queen herself. Now when the queen asked her mirror: 

Mirror, mirror, on the wall,

Who in this land is fairest of all?

The mirror said: 

You, my queen, are fair; it is true.

But Little Snow-White is still

A thousand times fairer than you.

When the queen heard the mirror say this, she became pale with envy, and from that hour on, she hated Snow-White. Whenever she looked at her, she thought that Snow-White was to blame that she was no longer the most beautiful woman in the world. This turned her heart around. Her jealousy gave her no peace. Finally she summoned a huntsman and said to him, "Take Snow-White out into the woods to a remote spot, and stab her to death. As proof that she is dead bring her lungs and her liver back to me. I shall cook them with salt and eat them." 

The huntsman took Snow-White into the woods. When he took out his hunting knife to stab her, she began to cry, and begged fervently that he might spare her life, promising to run away into the woods and never return. The huntsman took pity on her because she was so beautiful, and he thought, "The wild animals will soon devour her anyway. I'm glad that I don't have to kill her." Just then a young boar came running by. He killed it, cut out its lungs and liver, and took them back to the queen as proof of Snow-White's death. She cooked them with salt and ate them, supposing that she had eaten Snow-White's lungs and liver. 

Snow-White was now all alone in the great forest. She was terribly afraid, and began to run. She ran over sharp stones and through thorns the entire day. Finally, just as the sun was about to set, she came to a little house. The house belonged to seven dwarfs. They were working in a mine, and not at home. Snow-White went inside and found everything to be small, but neat and orderly. There was a little table with seven little plates, seven little spoons, seven little knives and forks, seven little mugs, and against the wall there were seven little beds, all freshly made. 

Snow-White was hungry and thirsty, so she ate a few vegetables and a little bread from each little plate, and from each little glass she drank a drop of wine. Because she was so tired, she wanted to lie down and go to sleep. She tried each of the seven little beds, one after the other, but none felt right until she came to the seventh one, and she lay down in it and fell asleep. 

When night came, the seven dwarfs returned home from the work. They lit their seven little candles, and saw that someone had been in their house. 

The first one said, "Who has been sitting in my chair?" 

The second one, "Who has been eating from my plate?" 

The third one, "Who has been eating my bread?" 

The fourth one, "Who has been eating my vegetables?" 

The fifth one, "Who has been sticking with my fork?" 

The sixth one, "Who has been cutting with my knife?" 

The seventh one, "Who has been drinking from my mug?" 

Then the first one said, "Who stepped on my bed?" 

The second one, "And someone has been lying in my bed." 

And so forth until the seventh one, and when he looked at his bed, he found Snow-White lying there, fast asleep. The seven dwarfs all came running, and they cried out with amazement. They fetched their seven candles and looked at Snow-White. "My God! My God!" they cried. "She is so beautiful!" They liked her very much. They did not wake her up, but let her lie there in the bed. The seventh dwarf had to sleep with his companions, one hour with each one, and then the night was done. 

When Snow-White woke up, they asked her who she was and how she had found her way to their house. She told them how her mother had tried to kill her, how the huntsman had spared her life, how she had run the entire day, finally coming to their house. The dwarfs pitied her and said, "If you will keep house for us, and cook, sew, make beds, wash, and knit, and keep everything clean and orderly, then you can stay here, and you'll have everything that you want. We come home in the evening, and supper must be ready by then, but we spend the days digging for gold in the mine. You will be alone then. Watch out for the queen, and do not let anyone in." 

The queen thought that she was again the most beautiful woman in the land, and the next morning she stepped before the mirror and asked: 

Mirror, mirror, on the wall,

Who in this land is fairest of all?

The mirror answered once again: 

You, my queen, are fair; it is true.

But Little Snow-White beyond the seven mountains

Is a thousand times fairer than you.

It startled the queen to hear this, and she knew that she had been deceived, that the huntsman had not killed Snow-White. Because only the seven dwarfs lived in the seven mountains, she knew at once that they must have rescued her. She began to plan immediately how she might kill her, because she would have no peace until the mirror once again said that she was the most beautiful woman in the land. At last she thought of something to do. She disguised herself as an old peddler woman and painted her face, so that no one would recognize her, and went to the dwarf's house. Knocking on the door she called out, "Open up. Open up. I'm the old peddler woman with good wares for sale." 

Snow-White peered out the window, "What do you have?" 

"Bodice laces, dear child," said the old woman, and held one up. It was braided from yellow, red, and blue silk. "Would you like this one?" 

"Oh, yes," said Snow-White, thinking, "I can let the old woman come in. She means well." She unbolted the door and bargained for the bodice laces. 

"You are not laced up properly," said the old woman. "Come here, I'll do it better." Snow-White stood before her, and she took hold of the laces and pulled them so tight that Snow-White could not breathe, and she fell down as if she were dead. Then the old woman was satisfied, and she went away. 

Nightfall soon came, and the seven dwarfs returned home. They were horrified to find their dear Snow-White lying on the ground as if she were dead. They lifted her up and saw that she was laced up too tightly. They cut the bodice laces in two, and then she could breathe, and she came back to life. "It must have been the queen who tried to kill you," they said. "Take care and do not let anyone in again." 

The queen asked her mirror: 

Mirror, mirror, on the wall,

Who in this land is fairest of all?

The mirror answered once again: 

You, my queen, are fair; it is true.

But Little Snow-White with the seven dwarfs

Is a thousand times fairer than you.

She was so horrified that the blood all ran to her heart, because she knew that Snow-White had come back to life. Then for an entire day and a night she planned how she might catch her. She made a poisoned comb, disguised herself differently, and went out again. She knocked on the door, but Snow-White called out, "I am not allowed to let anyone in." 

Then she pulled out the comb, and when Snow-White saw how it glistened, and noted that the woman was a complete stranger, she opened the door, and bought the comb from her. "Come, let me comb your hair," said the peddler woman. She had barely stuck the comb into Snow-White's hair, before the girl fell down and was dead. "That will keep you lying there," said the queen. And she went home with a light heart. 

The dwarfs came home just in time. They saw what had happened and pulled the poisoned comb from her hair. Snow-White opened her eyes and came back to life. She promised the dwarfs not to let anyone in again. 

The queen stepped before her mirror: 

Mirror, mirror, on the wall,

Who in this land is fairest of all?

The mirror answered: 

You, my queen, are fair; it is true.

But Little Snow-White with the seven dwarfs

Is a thousand times fairer than you.

When the queen heard this, she shook and trembled with anger, "Snow-White will die, if it costs me my life!" Then she went into her most secret room -- no one else was allowed inside -- and she made a poisoned, poisoned apple. From the outside it was red and beautiful, and anyone who saw it would want it. Then she disguised herself as a peasant woman, went to the dwarfs' house and knocked on the door.  Snow-White peeped out and said, "I'm not allowed to let anyone in. The dwarfs have forbidden it most severely." 

"If you don't want to, I can't force you," said the peasant woman. "I am selling these apples, and I will give you one to taste." 

"No, I can't accept anything. The dwarfs don't want me to." 

"If you are afraid, then I will cut the apple in two and eat half of it. Here, you eat the half with the beautiful red cheek!" Now the apple had been so artfully made that only the red half was poisoned. When Snow-White saw that the peasant woman was eating part of the apple, her desire for it grew stronger, so she finally let the woman hand her the other half through the window. She bit into it, but she barely had the bite in her mouth when she fell to the ground dead. 

The queen was happy, went home, and asked her mirror: 

Mirror, mirror, on the wall,

Who in this land is fairest of all?

And it answered: 

You, my queen, are fairest of all.

"Now I'll have some peace," she said, "because once again I'm the most beautiful woman in the land. Snow-White will remain dead this time." 

That evening the dwarfs returned home from the mines. Snow-White was lying on the floor, and she was dead. They loosened her laces and looked in her hair for something poisonous, but nothing helped. They could not bring her back to life. They laid her on a bier, and all seven sat next to her and cried and cried for three days. They were going to bury her, but they saw that she remained fresh. She did not look at all like a dead person, and she still had beautiful red cheeks. They had a glass coffin made for her, and laid her inside, so that she could be seen easily. They wrote her name and her ancestry on it in gold letters, and one of them always stayed at home and kept watch over her. 

Snow-White lay there in the coffin a long, long time, and she did not decay. She was still as white as snow and as red as blood, and if she had been able to open her eyes, they still would have been as black as ebony wood. She lay there as if she were asleep. 

One day a young prince came to the dwarfs' house and wanted shelter for the night. When he came into their parlor and saw Snow-White lying there in a glass coffin, illuminated so beautifully by seven little candles, he could not get enough of her beauty. He read the golden inscription and saw that she was the daughter of a king. He asked the dwarfs to sell him the coffin with the dead Snow-White, but they would not do this for any amount of gold. Then he asked them to give her to him, for he could not live without being able to see her, and he would keep her, and honor her as his most cherished thing on earth. Then the dwarfs took pity on him and gave him the coffin. 

The prince had it carried to his castle, and had it placed in a room where he sat by it the whole day, never taking his eyes from it. Whenever he had to go out and was unable to see Snow-White, he became sad. And he could not eat a bite, unless the coffin was standing next to him. Now the servants who always had to carry the coffin to and fro became angry about this. One time one of them opened the coffin, lifted Snow-White upright, and said, "We are plagued the whole day long, just because of such a dead girl," and he hit her in the back with his hand. Then the terrible piece of apple that she had bitten off came out of her throat, and Snow-White came back to life. 

She walked up to the prince, who was beside himself with joy to see his beloved Snow-White alive. They sat down together at the table and ate with joy. 

Their wedding was set for the next day, and Snow-White's godless mother was invited as well. That morning she stepped before the mirror and said: 

Mirror, mirror, on the wall,

Who in this land is fairest of all?

The mirror answered:

You, my queen, are fair; it is true.

But the young queen

Is a thousand times fairer than you.

She was horrified to hear this, and so overtaken with fear that she could not say anything. Still, her jealousy drove her to go to the wedding and see the young queen. When she arrived she saw that it was Snow-White. Then they put a pair of iron shoes into the fire until they glowed, and she had to put them on and dance in them. Her feet were terribly burned, and she could not stop until she had danced herself to death.

2.  HISTORY

The idea of a fairy tale written came to its best in the early 19th Century with the editions published by the Brothers Grimm.

John Ellis writes as follows in One Fairy Story Too Many, "The romantics' concern with German culture led in many directions: to an interest in folksongs; to the study of Germanic legends and folklore; to a rediscovery of the national past, including particularly the glorious national literature of the Middle Ages; to the study of the national language and its place in the European family of languages; and so on. But in all of this, German nationalism was a major factor.  Jacob Grimm (1785-1863) and his brother Wilhelm (1786-1859) were very much a part of this environment. Though the Grimms imbued the tales with a heavy dose of Christian morality, the Protestant work ethic, and patriarchalism, they also wanted the tales to depict social injustices and possibilities for self-determination. Their tales reflect their concerns and the contradictions of their age. 

The WHY of fairy tales

Fairy tales are thus more realistic than they may appear at first sight; while the magic in them almost heightens the realism. The magic sets us wondering how we ourselves would react in similar circumstances. It encourages speculation. It gives a child license to wonder. And this is the merit of the tales, that by going beyond possibility they enlarge our daily horizon. For a man not given to speculation might as well walk on four legs as on two. A child who does not feel wonder is but an inlet for apple pie.

Peter Opie and Iona Opie, in the Introduction to their Classic Fairy Tales write, "Indeed some details that appear to us romantic today may merely reflect social conditions when the tales were first formulated. The prevalence of stepmothers is accounted for by the shortness of life in past times, by the consequent shortness of marriages, and by the practice of the surviving partner marrying again without unnecessary delay."

Most of all these tales provide hope that there is more to life than mastering the art of survival. Their "once upon a time" keeps alive our utopian longing for a better world than can be created out of our dreams and actions."

The SNOW WHITE tale

Since the publication of the Grimm version, there have been over thirty editions of the tale representing more than a century of re-tellings. 

Although textual variations are often very minor, there are some major distinctions in the telling of this tale. For instance, in some versions, it is the mother, rather than the stepmother who tries to kill Snow White. (There is evidence that this was the original version.) In some variants also, the seven dwarfs are replaced by seven lusty knights, forty thieves, robbers, fairies or the moon.  In this telling, contemporary music and references are inserted, and the dwarfs are given names and character traits different than the well-known characters that were first created by Walt Disney for the 1938 movie Snow White.  Humor and various theatrical techniques are used to make the original plot line easily understandable and at the same time highly entertaining, in the belief that audiences of all age groups will find elements to enjoy and opportunities to use their imaginations. 

3.  BEFORE THE PERFORMANCE ACTIVITY

Musicals and Actors

This activity is intended to familiarize younger children with what they can expect at the theatre.

To begin a conversation ask:

What is the difference between a story and a musical play?

Has anyone seen a musical?

Which one? 

And then

What do we call people who perform in a musical?

Yes, an actor is someone who performs in a musical or a movie.  An actor pretends to be somebody else.  Actors also pretend to be someplace else.

Invite the students to act out roles of easily identifiable characters.  For example say:

“Has anyone ever pretended to be a nurse?  Show me what you do when you pretend to be a nurse.”

“Has anyone ever pretended to be a boxer?  Show me what you do when you pretend to be a boxer.”

Children can break into pairs and act out short scenarios, such as two friends talking on the telephone.  

“You did such a good job acting.  Let’s clap to show ourselves what good actors we are.”

“When you go to the show if you like it, you can clap at the end of the musical.”

Let this lead to a discussion of theatre etiquette, including the following basic information. Please take care to present the “rules” that follow in a positive manner, so children do not get the idea that going to a play restricts their freedom and is all about only what they “shouldn’t” do. Emphasize that going to live theatre events is a special occasion, an opportunity to use their imaginations, and a chance to have a fun time while learning new things. You’ll want to mention things like:

---attending a play with live actors is a special treat and occasion.

---that a good audience listens and pays attention so they don’t miss developments in the plot.

---the need to listen and pay attention to the lines, dialogue, and action of the play. (Don’t talk to your neighbor)

---the need to respond to activities onstage appropriately (clap when you like something, laugh when you see or hear something funny, but then stop when the moment is past and pay attention again), and to talk out loud only if the actors ask you for an answer or a reaction.

---be ready to pay attention for a full hour – longer than most television shows. (Be sure to go to the bathroom and get a drink of water before you sit down to watch).

---what to expect and how to react when the play begins (when the house lights dim, stop talking and get ready to pay attention, rather than becoming boisterous now that the teacher can’t see them.

Underlined words in the above section are included in the following theatre vocabulary terms you may want to introduce or review:

4.  Theatre Vocabulary

Audience


Box Office


Usher

Theatre


House lights


Stage

Scenery


Costumes


Makeup

Props



Dialogue


Lines

Play



Plot



Curtain Call

Autograph

5. Things to look for in the musical

the Mirror


the hero

the apple


the villain

the cottage


the potion

Which of these are “props” used in the play?

6.  Vocabulary from the text of the musical

deed



acquaintance


glee

vicious


charming



royalty

pierced


snooze



neighboring

boar



trot




cheery

wicked


featherbrained


transform

7.  After the musical: questions for discussion

What do you remember about the play?

What was your favorite part of the play?

Who was the villain of the musical?

Why was that character the villain?

Was there more than one?

Was the Queen really evil or just upset because she was not the prettiest?

Who was the hero of the musical?

Why?

Describe what a “hero” looks like.

What is the “moral” of the story?

Was there more than one “moral?”

What is a “moral?”

If SNOW WHITE were to take place today, how would it be different?

Let’s cast the production from people you know who best fit the character descriptions:

     Examples:

The Prince is my older brother because he is nice to girls.


Dwarf #1 is the grocery clerk because he is lazy.


Dwarf #6 is Aunt Jessie because she is always funny.


The dwarf in the blue costume is my dad because he’s always tired.

If you were to name the seven dwarfs, what names would you use?

Pick one dwarf and tell why you would like him for a friend.

Did the dwarfs work? Where? How do you know?

Snow White and the Prince had a wedding.  Use your imagination to describe a ROYAL wedding.

What are some other stories you have been told or read that are similar to this version, The Many Adventures of Snow White?

Which other fairy tale characters do you like?

Which other fairy tale characters do you not like?

What does the story say about the roles of men and women?

8.  Follow-up activity – the What If? game.

We talked about the number of versions of SNOW WHITE that exist.  Now everyone do your own version and decide 

What would have happened if…
---the wicked Queen had been killed by wild animals on her way to give the apple to Snow White when she lived with the dwarfs.  


---the Prince hadn’t kissed Snow White.


---the Queen had never cared about her beauty.


---or any other variation.

Write a story that tells how the play would have ended if something changed earlier in the play.

9. Finally… 

Encourage students to draw a picture of a favorite moment in the play, or write a letter to the production company or a specific actor – encourage them to remember what they saw and to verbalize an opinion (Did they like it or not? Why or why not?) Send the letters and pictures to the performers in The Many Adventures of Snow White so they can learn from you! Feel free to include comments from teachers and chaperones too!
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